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Synopsis

From Wounded Knee to the Edmund Pettus Bridge, and from the Upper Big Branch mine disaster to
the Trail of Tears, Marked, Unmarked, Remembered presents photographs of significant sites from
US history, posing unsettling questions about the contested memory of traumatic episodes from the
nationA¢a -a,¢s past. Focusing especially on landscapes related to African American, Native
American, and labor history, Marked, Unmarked, Remembered reveals new vistas of officially
commemorated sites, sites that are neglected or obscured, and sites that serve as a gathering place
for active rituals of organized memory. These powerful photographs by award-winning
photojournalist Andrew Lichtenstein are interspersed with short essays by some of the leading
historians of the United States. The book is introduced with substantive meditations on meaning and
landscape by Alex Lichtenstein, editor of the American Historical Review, and Edward T. Linenthal,
former editor of the Journal of American History. Individually, these images convey American history
in new and sometimes startling ways. Taken as a whole, the volume amounts to a starkly visual
reckoning with the challenges of commemorating a violent and conflictual history of subjugation and

resistance that we forget at our peril. A A
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Marked, Unmarked, Remembered is startling and extraordinary. From its images of the
past as officials wish us to remember it, to those of a past that is largely unknown to us because
those with power have deemed it destabilizing, to the capturing of our past as it has been reclaimed

by those invested in rescuing its lessons for the present, this book is a true gift. It both unsettles our



sense of who we thought we were, and it makes us see the imperative of forging a more just future
for all.A¢a —As Heather Ann Thompson, winner of the Pulitzer Prize forA A Blood in the Water: The
Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its LegacyA¢a —-A“When Jacob awoke from his dream of a
heavenly ladder in the Book of Genesis, he piled stones to mark the spot. We do much the same
today, recognizing certain landscapes as holy or haunted, erecting markers and

memorialsA¢a -4 «piling stonesA¢a -4 «to conjure or contain their uncanny power. In this quietly
moving book, Andrew and Alex Lichtenstein examine some of AmericaA¢a -a,¢s haunted
landscapes, offering a meditation on history, catastrophe, and the wages of memory and
forgetting.A¢a —A+James T. Campbell, author of Middle Passages: African American Journeys to
Africa, 1787A¢a -a 022005 A A A¢a -A“Photographer Andrew Lichtenstein has said that

A¢a -Eceacknowledgment is the first step towards healing.A¢a -a,¢ In his powerful work, which
explores places of historicA¢a —a +and often forgottenA¢a -a sconflict and trauma, he does more
than acknowledge. He testifies. He testifies to the past, to the present, to the pains that have broken
usA¢a -4 «and most of all, to the humanity that defines us. He is setting us on a badly needed path

of healing.A¢a —A- Sara Terry, Founder and Director, The Aftermath Project A A
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